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Prevalencesof maltreatment (moderate to severe)

Åemotional abuse6.5%

Åphysicalabuse6.6%

Åsexual abuse7.6%

Åemotional neglect13.3%

Åphysicalneglect22.4%

ÅAnyform of maltreatment: 30.8%

Child Maltreatment in Germany

Witt , Brown et al. 2017



Child Protectionin Germany

ÅMedical confidentiality

ÅNo mandatoryreporting

ÅNo dedicatedchildabusephysician(pediatrians, pediatric
surgery, childandadolescentpsychiatry, forensicmedicine) 

ÅNo mandatorytraining in childprotection

ÅFederal Child ProtectionAct 2012 (Acton Cooperation and 

Information in Child Protection (KKG))

Background information



Child Protectionin Germany

Threestepsfor protecting children from maltreatment

Assess risk and options for prevention

Empower families to seek for help themselves

Inform Child Protection Services if necessary. Tell 
parents if possible.
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Many questions and uncertainties in child protection cases in the 
health professions

Ą Lack of knowledge:

Ålegal framework

Åown resources/options

Åpossibilities for counsel

Åpossibilities of the Youth Welfare system / communication gap

Child Protection in Germany

Evaluation



ÅForall questionsin the field of childprotection

ÅForhealthcareprofessionals: physicians, nurses, midwives, 

psychotherapists, paramedics, occupational/ physical

therapistsetc.

ÅPhysicianswith specialtraining in childprotection

(childandadolescentpsychiatrists, pediatricians, 

forensicphysicians)

ÅAnonymous counsel

ÅFree of charge

Å24/7

ÅNationwide

ÅFundedby the Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 

Women and Youth 

Medical Child Protection Hotline

Building bridges from healthcare to youth welfare



Medical Child Protection Hotline

Hotline Calls
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Usageof the Hotline
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Type of Calls

N=1282

67,4%

0,7%

2,0%

0,5%

2,0%

27,5%

target group wrong number disposed prank call youth welfare* non medicals



Professions

50,9%
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20,1%

3,9%

2,6%

1,5% 1,9%
5,5%

Physicians

Psychotherapists

Child and Adolesent
Psychotherapists
Other Therapists

Nurses

Midwives

Paramedics

Others

N=849



Setting
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Hospital

Outpatient Clinic

Resident medical staff

Emergency service

Others

No information



Medical Fields

34,3%
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2,2%

11,8%
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Pediatrics

Pediatric Surgery

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
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Internal Medicine
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Others

N=817



Medical Fields

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Parent is patient

Case is patient



Forms of Maltreatment

Multiple selection possible

29,7%

11,9%

30,3%

24,4%

12,3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Physical abuse

Emotional abuse

Sexual abuse

Neglect

Multiple forms



Interconnectedness

Any contact to other actors in child protection because of this case yet?

80%

20%

No Yes



Contents of counselling

31,0%

7,8%

16,6%

17,5%

7,5%

59,0%
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19,0%
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Reference to other contacts

Other

Documentation

Legal issues

Medical issues

Welfare and other procedures

Communication issues

Federal Child Protection Act



ÅCall from a pediatrician: 6 m-old baby (routine visit)

ÅInduration of a right rib palpable, no other findings

Åprevious visits inconspicuous 

ÅParents have no explanation the finding

Ą Whatnext?

Cases

Case 1: Rib fracture



ÅCall from an internist: patient with cirrhosis

Årepeatedly admitted because of alcohol-associated diseases

ÅPatients has 2 children in primary school age, care unclear

ĄWhatnext?

Cases

Case 2: Alcohol abuse



Internal Evaluation
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External Evaluation I
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Understanding the child protection system

Further procedure in the case

Classification of the findings

of little use some usefull stuff very usefull

N=95



External Evaluation II

100,0%

0%

Recommendationto colleagues

Yes No



Increase awareness for child protection


